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throne until a suitable successor should come from
Rome. But the fall of the friendly Grand Vizier upset
all their calculations. Cyril's partisans, seizing the
chance presented by the change of Government, borrowed
from the Dutch Resident, at usurious interest, 60,000
dollars, and, armed with this irrefutable proof of the old
Patriarch's innocence, they found no difficulty in obtain-
ing his liberty. Cyril returned suddenly to Constanti-
nople, and met with a warm welcome from the vast
majority of the Greek people. His sensational arrival
startled Anthirnos out of his few wits. Without delay
he voluntarily offered to surrender his place to the rightful
owner. But the French Ambassador, as soon as he heard
of his decision, sent for him, and by promising, on one
hand, the protection of the Pope and the King of France,
and, on the other, a sum of 40,000 dollars wherewith to
support his claim at the Porte, induced him to change
his mind. Anthimos went back to his seat escorted by
M. de Cesy's dragoman and a guard of Janissaries, who
threatened with condign punishment all those who
refused to acknowledge him. But the bulk of the Greek
population, both lay and clerical, adhered to their old
pastor with so much resolution that the wretched Anthi-
mos, frightened at the consequences, once more changed
his mind. Without saying a word to his French patron,
he crossed the Golden Horn in the night, went to the
Dutch Embassy where Cyril was staying, acknowledged
his error, begged for pardon, and resigned. There-
upon Cyril, with the help of the Dutch dollars and the
all but unanimous consent of his flock, was restored to
the throne.

The French Ambassador, enraged, swore that he
would continue persecuting Cyril with the last drop of
his blood. The Jesuits did not give up hope; they